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From Elegance to Extravagance
Violin Sonatina No. 1 in D Major, D.384

Franz Schubert
(1797-1828)

Allegro molto
Andante
Allegro vivace

Violin Sonata FB 119

Francis Poulenc

Allegro con fuoco
Intermezzo
Presto tragico

(1899-1963)

Nocturne et Cortège for Violin and Piano

Lili Boulanger
(1893-1918)

Violin Sonata in Eb Major, Op. 18

Richard Strauss

Allegro, ma non troppo
Improvisation: Andante cantabile
Finale: Andante - Allegro

(1864-1949)

3

Biographies
Canadian violinist Jessica Tong has garnered
international acclaim as a soloist, recitalist and
chamber musician, having been described as an
"outstanding talent" (Performing Arts in Canada) with
"keen sensitivity and receptivity" (Bloomington Herald
Times), who "allow[s] us to savour her sense of ardour
and intensity, but never at the detriment of her tonal
beauty." (ClassiqueInfo France). A recipient of a Canada
Council Grant for Musicians and a DAAD scholar, she
has been a top prizewinner at the Eckhardt-Gramatte,
Toronto Symphony, Canadian Music, and Yellow
Springs International Chamber Music Competitions, as
well as the recipient of the David Ouchterlony Award for
Outstanding Artist.
A devoted chamber musician, Jessica's performances have taken her to Weill Recital
Hall at Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, Merkin Hall, les Invalides in Paris and the
Gewandhaus in Leipzig, and led to collaborations with artists such as Pamela Frank,
Leon Fleisher, Cho-Liang Lin and members of the Cleveland, Vogler, Brentano and
Borromeo Quartets. She has served as the first violinist of the Vinca and Larchmere
String Quartets, and recently held the post of Artist-in-Residence at the University of
Evansville and concertmaster of the Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra in Indiana.
Dedicated to finding innovative ways to make the classical music art form relevant
and understood by current society, Jessica is also a passionate advocate for music
education and humanizing the concert experience. She has been an Artist-inResidence for the Perlman Music Program in Florida, the Gorgeous Sounds Program
in Oregon and a two time recipient of the ProQuartet Odyssee Residency Grant in
France. She is the co-founder of the chamber music residency organization Music
Beyond the Chamber, and currently serves as the Chamber Music Director for the
Composers Conference at Brandeis University, as well as the Assistant Professor of
Violin at the State University of New York Fredonia.
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A pupil of Pamela Frank, Jessica has also studied with Kathleen Winkler, Donald
Weilerstein, and Zhang yun Zhang, and has been mentored as a chamber musician by
members of the Alban Berg, Vogler, Artemis and Brentano Quartets. Having completed
her yoga teaching certification at the Kripalu Center in Massachusetts, she often leads
masterclasses with high school, university and adult amateur musicians, that explore the
art of mindful movement and body awareness in instrumental playing.

Known as “a virtuosic soloist possessed of power, sensitivity, earthiness, and humor”
(Whitney Smith, Indianapolis Star) with the “power to make an audience sit up and pay
attention … thought- provoking for performers and listeners alike” (James Manheim, All
Music Guide ), Michael Sheppard was the winner of the prestigious American Pianists
Association Classical Fellow Award -- a designation that led to the release of a critically
acclaimed solo recording by Harmonia Mundi in 2007.
He has performed solo recitals and concertos around the
world, including several solo Carnegie Weill Hall recitals
and a debut at the Kennedy Center. As a funny little matter
of fact, he happens to have given solo recitals in the
hometowns of both Mahler (Jihlava, Czech Republic) and
Elvis (Tupelo, Mississippi), and enjoys taking in the local
culture wherever in the world he finds himself.

He gives masterclasses, teaches regularly and plays with
some of the top singers and instrumentalists around the US,
working at both the Peabody Institute of Music and the
Baltimore School for the Arts, sharing his love and
understanding of music and the artistic process with future
generations. Sheppard is also a conductor and burgeoning
actor.
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2022-23 Underwriters
We are grateful for these initial gifts in our 2022-23 season.

Benefactors ($1,000 +)

Friends ($250—$499)

Frederica Cohen
John Guran

Pastor Abraham Allende
Tom Baumgardner
Richard R. Hoskins
Dan & Carol Seiberling
Dorothea Wise

In memory of Linda S. Lease Guran

Alexa Sandmann
In memory of Dr. John (Jack) F. Ahern

Patrons ($500—$999)

Donors ($100—$249)
Heather Evert
Dean & Patricia Keller

Deacon Ruth Anderson &
Dr. Marshall Thomas
John & Sandy Hamilton
In memory of their parents and son Christopher

Bonnie Palmer
John & Ruth Stefanik
Pastor Becki and James Verbridge
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In memory of Peter Lisius

Sophia Morton
Janise B. Parry

We gratefully acknowledge these additional
sponsors of our 2022-23 season:

Further thanks extends to:

Cover artwork by
Dr. Marshall Thomas:
Illustrator-in-Residence.
Donated by Thos.
Illustrated Studios (TIS)
in support
of Arts @ Holy Trinity.
All rights reserved.
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Arts @ Holy Trinity
2022-2023 Free Concert Series
...Upcoming Events…
Sunday, October 23, 4:00pm: Bálint Karosi, organ
Friday, December 2, 7:30pm: Advent Procession of Lessons & Carols
featuring musicians from Holy Trinity and the Akron community
Sunday, February 19, 4:00pm: Bengisu Gokce Quartet *
Bengisu Gokce, violin
Nacho Gonzalez Nappa, guitar
Anastassiya Petrova, piano
George Lernis, drums/percussion
Sunday, March 12, 4:00pm: Alice McAllister Tillman, soprano
with Maurice Draughn, pianist/harpist **
Sunday, May 21, 4:00pm: Bruce Neswick, organ **
A hymn festival including local vocalists and instrumentalists

* Includes a limited-seating ‘Meet-the-Artists’ Patron Meal.
For details and reserved meal tickets, visit: artsholytrinity.org.
** Includes outreach events in our community
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Arts @ Holy Trinity Audience Survey: Tong/Sheppard Duo
Our concerts are supported in part by generous donations from foundations and
corporate sponsors. Please help us honor our grant reporting agreements by
providing some demographic and psychographic information. Your responses will
be shared anonymously, and your contact details will not be shared with any other entity.
Please tear out this page upon completion and hand it to an usher as you leave,
mail it to Holy Trinity, or place it in the offering plate.
Thank you for your feedback!

1. How did you see/hear this concert?
___ In person
___ Via live stream (please specify)
___ Arts @ Holy Trinity’s website
___ Facebook
___ YouTube
___ Online the week following the concert (please specify)
___ Arts @ Holy Trinity’s website
___ Facebook
___ YouTube
2. How did you hear about Arts @ Holy Trinity?
___ Email
___ Social media (specify)______________________________________________
___ Online ad (specify)_________________________________________________
___ Word of Mouth
___ Library flier/brochure (location)_____________________________________
___ Print ad (specify___________________________________________________
___ Other:____________________________________________________________
3. Would you recommend attending an Arts @ HT concert to a friend/colleague?
___ Yes
___ I don’t think so.
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4. When did you first see/hear an Arts @ Holy Trinity concert?
___ This is my first experience with the series.
___ 2021-2022 ___ 2020-2021 ___ 2019-2020 ___ Prior to 2019
5. What is your home zip code? _______________
6. What is your age?
___ Under 18
___ 18-35
___ 55-70
___ 70+

___ 35-55
___ Prefer not to answer

7. I identify as (select all that apply):
___ Indigenous/American Indian/Alaska native
___ Black/African American
___ Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander
___ Other: ____________________________________

___ Asian
___ Hispanic/Latinx
___ White/Caucasian
___ Prefer not to answer

8. I identify as:
___ Female
___ Male
___ Other:________________________

___ Non-binary
___ Prefer not to answer

9. Educational level completed:
___ high school ___ some college
___ graduate or professional degree

___ college degree
___ other:_________________________

10. Which other arts do you support?
___ dance
___ theatre
___ fine arts
___ applied arts

___ literary readings
___ film/video/photo

___ I would like to receive invitations to attend Meet-the-Artists meals.
Please share your thoughts about how we might strengthen our series.

Include your contact information if you want to be added to our mailing list,
entered into our series drawings, or to simply make your identity known. (Please print.)

Name:_______________________________ Email:______________________________
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Welcome to

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Worship with Us ...
If you are looking for a place to worship, we invite you to
our Service of Word and Sacrament on Sundays at 9:30am.
Other special worship services are held seasonally. You
can join us in-person or via live-steam at
holytrinityakron.org, Facebook Live, or YouTube.

Grow with Us …
If you are looking for a place to grow in your faith, we
offer a variety of gatherings and studies — in-person and
on-line --designed to nurture us spiritually, including:
Morning Devotions, Bible Studies, LIFT, Coffee &
Conversation, Faith5 Check-In, Hike & Seek, and Book
Club, as well as a variety of resources you can use at
home. Please visit our website or Facebook page for
details about current offerings.

Lead with Us …
If you are looking for a place to share your musical gifts, we provide choral and
instrumental opportunities, including: Trinity Choir, Trinity Bell Choir, a Brass
Ensemble, and a Drum Circle. Please contact Deacon Ruth Anderson, Director of Music
Ministries, at randerson@holytrinityakron.org. for details.

Serve with Us …
If you are looking for ways to serve your neighbor, Holy Trinity is committed to
community outreach, including: DLM Food and Resources, Robinson Community
Learning Center, as well as other local, national, and global efforts.
For more information, visit us at www.holytrinityakron.org, like us on Facebook,
or email us at info@holytrinityakron.org and we’ll add you to our weekly email newsletter.
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…Our Staff…
Interim Pastor
Becki Verbridge
Dir. of Faith Formation Rachel Núñez
Dir. of Music Ministries Ruth Anderson
Financial Secretary
Jim Minisall
DLM Director
Darlene Anderson-Katz
Communications Coord. Sandy DeLuca
Parish Secretary
Annmarie Demko
Maintenance Coord.
Bruce Mansour
Sexton
Vince Simmons

…Our Worship and Music Team…
Co-Chairs: Frederica Cohen, Ron Nockengost
Lesli Eisenhart, Deb Ickes, Molly Phelps, Dan Seiberling, Jacquie Wert
Deacon Ruth Anderson, Rev. Becki Verbridge

…Our Artists-in-Residence…
Les Délices: https://lesdelices.org/

50 N. Prospect St., Akron, Ohio 44304
www.holytrinityakron.org
Email: info@holytrinityakron.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/artsatht/
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