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Program 

 
 

The Entertainer                 Scott Joplin 

 

Maple Leaf Rag - King Porter Stomp            Scott Joplin - Jelly Roll Morton 

 

Shrimp Po-Boy, Dressed              Allen Toussaint 

 

Blue Skies                Irving Berlin 

 

Home                       Anastassiya Petrova 

 

Early Spring                    George Lernis 

 

Chega De Saudade                 Antônio Carlos Jobim 

 

La Timidez De Los Árboles                   Nacho González Nappa 

 

Hello, Dolly                     Jerry Herman 

 

Turquoise                 Bengisu Gokce 

 

Spain               Chick Corea 
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Biographies 
 

Bengisu Gokce - Violin 

 

Turkish born and raised, Bengisu Gokce is a 

multi-genre violinist and singer, known for 

combining in her music the Turkish roots 

with Eastern-European and Middle-Eastern 

traditions. 

 

As a professionally renowned performer, 

Gokce's versatile playing has led her to 

share the stage with several music icons  

including Mark O’Connor, Tigran  

Hamasyan, Aynur Dogan, Shreya Ghoshal, 

Toninho Horta, Shankar Mahadevan,  

Simon Shaheen, Amal Murkus, and Pablo 

Ziegler, to name a few. 

 

Throughout her career, she has performed in various distinguished venues such 

as Carnegie Hall (NY), Lincoln Center (NY), Boston Symphony Hall, American 

Repertory Theater, MFA Boston, Roulette Intermedium (NY), Shapeshifter Lab 

(NY), Ithra Theatre (Saudi Arabia) and Monte Carlo Salle Garnier (Monaco). 

 

A multi-award winning and Grammy®️ nominee, Gokce is a classically trained 

violinist and a performance alumna of Mersin University State Conservatory in 

Turkey, ‘Hanns Eisler’ School of Music in Berlin, Germany and Berklee College of 

Music in Boston, MA. She is currently Assistant Professor at Berklee College of 

Music. 
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Nacho Gonzalez - Guitar 
 

Nacho Gonzalez Nappa is an award-winning composer and producer, with a 

focus in film, video game and concert music, based in Boston, MA. In 2020 he 

won a Latin Grammy for the album “Fuelle y cuerda”, by Gustavo Casenave. 

Recent scores include Queering (nominated to the prestigious South by    

SouthWest SXSW Film Festival), Kingdom Rush Vengeance (considered one of 

the most popular mobile video games in the Apple Store in the US & China), 

and Alexis Viera (a Netflix documentary about the famous soccer player).  

Gonzalez Nappa is currently working on the Kingdom Rush Legends, to be    

released early 2021.  
 

González Nappa has worked with Alejandro Sanz, Carlos Vives, Jorge 

Drexler, Ruben Rada, and some of the finest major award winning/nominated 

jazz musicians in the world: John Patitucci, Terence Blanchard, Omar Hakim 

(drummer for Madonna, Sting, Miles Davis). His debut album Illegal Grooves, 

that mixes orchestral jazz with Latin rhythms, has been nominated to the 

Graffiti Awards.  
 

González Nappa is also a journalist. He is passionate about new ways of     

storytelling and using social media to directly develop new audiences. 
 

PODER Magazine named him one of 

the "Top 20 under 40" Hispanics in 

the US. He also received the Wayne 

Shorter Award and the Jazz           

Education Award – two of the most 

prestigious recognitions for young 

composers in the US. 



6 

 

Anastassiya Petrova - Piano 

Anastassiya Petrova is a jazz pianist/organist 

from Kazakhstan currently based in Boston. 

She has shared the stage with such notables as 

Noah Preminger, Allan Chase, Patricia Zarate 

Perez, Marco Pignataro, Terri Lyne              

Carrington, John Patitucci, Ellis Hall, Ben 

Street, and Catherine Russell.  

In 2019 Petrova was awarded with a       

DownBeat Student Music Award for the best 

graduate arrangement. In 2020, she received a 

grand-prix at the International Jazz Bridge Competition as a pianist, composer, 

and arranger. In 2021, she was a finalist at Jacksonville Jazz Piano Competition. 

Anastassiya was awarded a Next Jazz Legacy Grant in 2022, which opened the 

door for a performance with Chris Potter and a mentorship with Kris Davis.  

Anastassiya’s influences include contemporary jazz pianists Danilo Perez, 

Chick Corea, and Herbie Hancock as well as jazz organists Larry Goldings, 

Jack McDuff, and Joey DeFrancesco. She received her bachelor’s degree from 

Berklee College of Music and a master’s degree from Berklee Global Jazz       

Institute. Petrova currently holds an Assistant Professor position at Berklee 

College of Music and plans to release a debut album soon. 
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George Lernis - Percussion 

 

Born and raised in Nicosia Cyprus, George Lernis is a Grammy®️ nominated  

percussionist and educator who currently resides in the U.S. Having grown up 

with the musical traditions of the Middle East/Eastern Mediterranean regions and 

later on receiving formal training as a jazz drummer from the prestigious Berklee 

College of Music, George is considered to be a bi-musical individual. In addition 

to his extensive training and experience on drum-set, he specializes in a number of 

traditional percussion instruments such as: the darbuka (goblet shaped drum), 

bendir (frame drum), santur (microtonal hammered dulcimer) and riq (Arabic 

tambourine).  

 

George has recorded and collaborated with prominent figures such as: John  

Patitucci, Danilo Pérez, Antonio Sanchez, Dave Liebman, Anat Cohen, Tiger  

Okoshi and A Far Cry String Orchestra, just to name 

a few. After receiving a full scholarship in 2021, 

George graduated from the prestigious Berklee  

College of Music Global Jazz Institute with his  

second masters degree in jazz performance.  

 

George’s latest album ''Between Two Worlds'' fea-

turing world renowned bass player John Patitucci 

was released on June 10th, 2022. The music for his 

new album was inspired by the ongoing  

stereotyping of immigrants and aims to empower 

individuals from different ethnic backgrounds to  

incorporate their traditions and cultures into  

American Society.  
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2022-23 Underwriters 
We are grateful for these initial gifts in our 2022-23 season. 

Benefactors ($1,000 +) 
Frederica Cohen 
John Guran 
   In memory of Linda S. Lease Guran 

Laurel Guran Kellett 
   In memory of Andrew and Mary Guran 

Alexa Sandmann 
   In memory of Dr. John (Jack) F. Ahern 

 

Patrons ($500—$999) 
Paul & Liz Anacki 

Deacon Ruth Anderson &  
   Dr. Marshall Thomas 
John & Sandy Hamilton 
   In memory of their parents and son Christopher 

Bonnie Palmer 
John & Ruth Stefanik 
Pastor Becki & James Verbridge 
 

Friends ($250—$499) 
Pastor Abraham Allende 
Tom Baumgardner 

Richard R. Hoskins 
Dan & Carol Seiberling 
Dorothea Wise 
 

Donors ($100—$249) 
Connie Archbold 

Heather Evert 
Dean & Patricia Keller 
   In memory of Peter Lisius 

Sophia Morton 
Janise B. Parry 
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 We gratefully acknowledge these additional 

sponsors of our 2022-23 season: 

Further thanks extends to: 

Cover artwork by  

Dr. Marshall Thomas:  

Illustrator-in-Residence. 

Donated by Thos.  

Illustrated Studios (TIS)  

in support  

of Arts @ Holy Trinity.  

All rights reserved. 
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  Arts @ Holy Trinity 

   2022-2023 Free Concert Series 
 

    ...Upcoming Events… 
 
 

Sunday, March 12, 4:00pm: Alice McAllister Tillman, soprano 

with Maurice Draughn, pianist/harpist ** 
 

Sunday, May 21, 4:00pm: Bruce Neswick, organ ** 

A hymn festival including local vocalists and instrumentalists 
 

 
 

* Includes a limited-seating ‘Meet-the-Artists’ Patron Meal. 
For details and reserved meal tickets, visit: artsholytrinity.org 

 

** Includes outreach events in our community 

Use this QR code to complete the  

following survey online.  
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Arts @ Holy Trinity Audience Survey: Bengisu Gokce Quartet 
 

Our concerts are supported in part by generous donations from foundations and 

corporate sponsors. Please help us honor our grant reporting agreements by 

providing some demographic and psychographic information. Your responses will 

be shared anonymously, and your contact details will not be shared with any other entity. 
 

Please tear out this page upon completion and hand it to an usher as you leave, 

mail it to Holy Trinity, or place it in the offering plate.  

Thank you for your feedback! 

1. How did you see/hear this concert?  

 ___ In person  

 ___ Via live stream (please specify) 

 ___ Arts @ Holy Trinity’s website 

 ___ Facebook 

 ___ YouTube 

 ___ Online the week following the concert (please specify) 

 ___ Arts @ Holy Trinity’s website 

 ___ Facebook 

 ___ YouTube 
 

2. How did you hear about Arts @ Holy Trinity? 

 ___ Email 

 ___ Social media (specify)______________________________________________ 

 ___ Online ad (specify)_________________________________________________ 

 ___ Word of Mouth 

 ___ Library flier/brochure (location)_____________________________________ 

 ___ Print ad (specify___________________________________________________ 

 ___ Other:____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Would you recommend attending an Arts @ HT concert to a friend/colleague? 

 ___ Yes ___ I don’t think so. 



12 

 

4. When did you first see/hear an Arts @ Holy Trinity concert? 

 ___ This is my first experience with the series. 

 ___ 2021-2022    ___ 2020-2021   ___ 2019-2020    ___ Prior to 2019 
 

5. What is your home zip code? _______________ 
 

6. What is your age? 

 ___ Under 18 ___ 18-35 ___ 35-55  

 ___  55-70  ___ 70+  ___ Prefer not to answer 
 

7. I identify as (select all that apply): 

 ___ Indigenous/American Indian/Alaska native  ___ Asian 

 ___ Black/African American    ___ Hispanic/Latinx 

 ___ Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander  ___ White/Caucasian 

 ___ Other: ____________________________________ ___ Prefer not to answer 
 

8. I identify as: 

 ___ Female ___ Male  ___ Non-binary  

 ___ Other:________________________ ___ Prefer not to answer 
 

9. Educational level completed: 

 ___ high school ___ some college ___ college degree 

 ___ graduate or professional degree ___ other:_________________________ 
 

10. Which other arts do you support? 

 ___ dance    ___ theatre     ___ literary readings    

 ___ fine arts    ___ applied arts    ___ film/video/photo 
 

11. Do you have a church home? ___ Yes ___ No 

 If not, are you looking for one? ___ Yes ___ No 

  If you are looking for a church home, please contact info@holytrinity.org. 
  

Please share your thoughts about how we might strengthen our series. 
 

 

 

 ___ I would like to receive invitations to attend Meet-the-Artists meals. 

Name _______________________________________________________ 

Email address ________________________________________________ 
Please give your survey to an usher or mail to: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 50 N. Prospect St., Akron, OH 44304 
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Welcome to  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Worship with Us ... 
If you are looking for a place to worship, we invite you to 

our Service of Word and Sacrament on Sundays at 9:30am. 

Other special worship services are held seasonally. You 

can join us in-person or via live-steam at 

holytrinityakron.org, Facebook Live, or YouTube. 
 

Grow with Us …  
If you are looking for a place to grow in your faith, we 

offer a variety of gatherings and studies — in-person and 

on-line  --designed to nurture us spiritually, including:  

Morning Devotions, Bible Studies, LIFT, Coffee & 

Conversation, Faith5 Check-In, Hike & Seek, and Book 

Club, as well as a variety of resources you can use at 

home.  Please visit our website or Facebook page for 

details about current offerings.  
 

Lead with Us … 
If you are looking for a place to share your musical gifts, we provide choral and 

instrumental opportunities, including:  Trinity Choir, Trinity Bell Choir, a Brass 

Ensemble, and a Drum Circle. Please contact Deacon Ruth Anderson, Director of Music 

Ministries, at randerson@holytrinityakron.org. for details. 
 

Serve with Us …  
If you are looking for ways to serve your neighbor, Holy Trinity is committed to 

community outreach, including: DLM Food and Resources, Robinson Community 

Learning Center, as well as other local, national, and global efforts. 
 
 

For more information, visit us at www.holytrinityakron.org, like us on Facebook,  

or email us at info@holytrinityakron.org and we’ll add you to our weekly email newsletter. 

 

http://holytrinityakron.org/
mailto:randerson@holytrinityakron.org
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…Our Staff… 

Interim Pastor     Becki Verbridge   

Dir. of Faith Formation   Rachel Núñez   

Dir. of Music Ministries  Ruth Anderson   

Financial Secretary     Jim Minisall   

DLM Director     Darlene Anderson-Katz  

Communications Coord. Sandy DeLuca   

Parish Secretary     Annmarie Demko   

Maintenance Coord.     Bruce Mansour   

Sexton       Vince Simmons 

 

…Our Worship and Music Team… 

Co-Chairs: Frederica Cohen, Ron Nockengost 

Lesli Eisenhart, Deb Ickes, Molly Phelps, Dan Seiberling, Jacquie Wert 

Deacon Ruth Anderson, Rev. Becki Verbridge 

 

…Our Artists-in-Residence… 

Les Délices: https://lesdelices.org/ 

50 N. Prospect St., Akron, Ohio 44304 

www.holytrinityakron.org 

Email: info@holytrinityakron.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/artsatht/ 
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Please share your contact information if you want to be added to our mailing list 

and entered into our series drawings. (Please print.)  
 

 

Name:_______________________________  Email:______________________________ 

 

Please return this to an usher or email Deacon Ruth Anderson: randerson@holytrinityakron.org 

To make a contribution online, use this QR code or visit 

artsholytrinity.org 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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