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Program 
 

This performance is made in honor of Joan and Ted Lettvin, 

co-founders of PAA (Performing Artist Associates) of New England 

and Great Lakes PAA. 

 

I 
 

Selections from “The Life of Christ”         arr. Roland Hayes 

Prepare Me One Body             (1887-1977) 

Sister Mary Had-a But One Child (Nativity) 

Lit’l Boy (Christ in the Temple) 

 

He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word        arr. Moses Hogan 

Were You There          (1957-2003)

         

Mary Was the Queen of Galilee              arr. Maurice Draughn 

 (from “A Ceremony of Spirituals”)               b. 1979  

 

II 
 

Piangero la sorte mia (from “Giulio Cesare”)                   George Frideric Handel 

             (1685-1759) 

 

Vissi d’arte, vissi d’amore (from “Tosca”)                Giacomo Puccini 

             (1858-1924) 

 

Ach ich liebte, war so glücklich (from “Die Entfuhrung aus dem Serail”)       W. A. Mozart 

           (1756-1791) 

 

Chanson dan la Nuit (“Song in the Night”)                     Carlos Salzedo 

             (1885-1961) 
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III 

 

Oh, What a Beautiful City                 arr. Norah Duncan IV 

Here’s One                   arr. Norah Duncan IV 

b. 1952 

 

Cantata                       John Carter 

 Prelude             (1932-1981) 

 Rondo   Peter Go Ring Dem Bells 

 Recitative  Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child 

 Air   Let Us Break Bread Together 

 Toccata  Ride On, King Jesus 

 

 

 

Program Notes 
 

 

 

Roland Wiltse Hayes (1887-1977) 

Roland Hayes was the first African American to achieve international acclaim as a  

concert artist.  He was born in 1887 to former slaves Fanny and William Hayes. Hayes 

attended Fisk University where he became a member of the Fisk Jubilee Singers. In 

1920, Hayes went on to study German Lieder in London, England. Hayes extensively 

toured the United States and the World during his lifetime. The first three selections 

performed are taken from “The Life of Christ,” a song cycle arranged and interpreted 

by Roland Hayes. 
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GIULIO CESARE 

(Julius Caesar) 

Piangero` la sorte mia 

Dramatic context: Cleopatra’s brother Tolomeo has condemned her to prison for plotting 

against him with Caesar, now presumed dead by drowning. Lamenting her sad fate,  

Cleopatra says that when she is dead, she will come back and haunt Tolomeo. 

 

E pur cosi in un giorno                                    And thus in one day 

Perdi fasti e grandezze?  Ahi, fato rio!         I lose fame and fortune? Ah, wicked fate! 

Cesare, il mio bel nume, `e forse estinto;      Caesar, my protector, is perhaps no more; 

Cornelia e Sesto inermi son, n`e sanno          Cornelia and Sesto are defenseless 

Darmi soccorso.  Oh Dio!                                 Nor can they help me, O God! 

Non resta alcuna speme al viver mio.            No hope remains in my life. 

 

Piangero` la sorte mia,                                       I will weep for my fate, 

Si crudele e tanto ria,                                       So cruel and merciless, 

Finche` vita in petto avro`.                              As long as there is life in my heart. 

 

Ma poi morta do`ogn`intorno                        But once dead, everywhere, 

Il tiranno e notte e giorno                               night and day the tyrant 

Fatto spettro agitero`.                                       my ghost shall haunt. 

 

 

TOSCA 

Vissi d’arte 

Giacomo Puccini 

Dramatic context:  The opera singer Floria Tosca is carrying on an affair with the painter 

Mario Cavaradossi.  Mario has hidden Angelotti, an escaped political prisoner, and is  

being tortured by Scarpia, the sadistic chief of police. Tosca, who can hear her lover’s  

agonizing screams, pleads in vain with Scarpia to show mercy. Finally, to stop the  

torture, Tosca discloses Angelotti’s hiding place. Scarpia then signs the warrant for  

Cavaradossi’s execution, but tells Tosca if she will give herself to him, he will spare her 

lover’s life. In an outpouring of grief, she sings this prayer. 
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Vissi d’arter, vissi d’amore,                I have lived for art, I have lived for love; 

Non feci mai male ad anima viva!      I never hurt a living creature! 

Con man furtive                                   With tactful hand, 

quante miserie conobbi, aiutai.           whenever I saw suffering, I gave aid. 

Sempre con fe` sincera                         Always with sincere devotion 

 

la mia preghiera                                  my prayer   

ai santi tabernacoli sali.                        to the heavens arose. 

Sempre con fe` sincera                        Always with sincere devotion 

diedi fiori agli altar     I offered flowers at the altar. 

                                        

Nell`ora del dolore              In my hour of anguish, 

perche`, perche` Signore,                 why, why, Lord,         

perche` me ne rimuneri cosi?             why do you reward me like this? 

Diedi gioielli                                   I gave my jewels 

della Madonna al manto           to adorn the Madonna’s cloak 

e diedi il canto                          I offered my singing 

agli astir, al ciel,                                to the stars, to the heavens, 

che ne ridean piu belli                   which glimmered all the more beautifully. 

Nell’ora del dolor                                In my hour of anguish 

perche`, perche` Signor                     why, why, Lord, 

perche` me ne rimuneri cosi?          why do you reward me like this? 

 

 

DIE ENTFUHRUNG AUS DEM SERAIL 

(The Abduction from the Seraglio) 

Ach ich Liebte, war so glücklich  

W. A. Mozart 

Dramatic Context:  Konstanze, the beloved of the Spanish nobleman, Belmonte, has 

been kidnapped, along with her servants, and taken to Turkey where they are sold 

into slavery. Konstanze and her English servant, Blonde, were bought by the Pasha 

Selim, who is keeping them in his palace.  The Pasha is trying to win the affection of 

Konstanze who is madly in love with Belmonte. 
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Ach ich liebte, war so glücklich ,              With my lover I was happy, 

kannte nicht der Liebe Schmerz,                    grief and pain were then unknown. 

Schwur ihm Treue, dem Geliebten                We were faithful, and devoted, 

Gab dahin mein ganzes Herz.                         And his heart was mine alone. 

Doch wie schnell schwand meine Fruede     But my joyful days are over! 

Trennung war mein banges Los,                    Never more the sun will shine, 

Und nun schwimmt mein Aug in Tranen,   and my eyes are blind with weeping. 

Kummer ruht in meinem Schoss.                   Grief remains forever in my soul. 

 

 

CANTATA 
 

 

John Carter (1932-1981)  

On April 5, 1959, Carter’s Song Cycle, “Cantata for High Voice and Piano/

Orchestra,” a set of related songs performed in a sequence, was displayed at  

Daughters of American Revolutionary Constitution Hall in Washington, DC, by his 

close personal friend, legendary opera diva Leontyne Price. The movements that 

Carter composed and arranged were 1. Prelude, 2. “Peter go ring dem bells,”  

3. “Sometimes I feel like a motherless child,” 4. “Let us break bread together,” and  

5. “Ride on King Jesus.” Carter stated “A lot of spirituals are pentatonic, and twelve 

minutes of five-note melodies might not be too interesting, so I’ve not hesitated to 

alter the melodies.” 
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Biographies 
 

Alice McAllister Tillman is known for her ability to perform a 

diverse range of literature spanning many genres. She has been 

presented in solo recitals that include Art Songs, Operatic  

Arias, Spirituals, Musical Theater and Jazz. She is frequently 

engaged in Oratorio and Symphonic presentations. Highlights 

as a soloist include Bach’s Magnificat, Bach’s Jauchzet Gott in  

Allen Landen, Margaret Bond’s Credo, Adolphus Hailstork’s I 

Will Lift Mine Eyes, Handel’s Messiah, Haydn’s The Creation,  

Mozart’s Exsultate Jubilate, Mozart’s Requiem, Garcia’s Requiem, 

Rossini’s Stabat Mater, Coleridge-Taylor Perkins’ Symphony of 

the Sphinx premiered by The Detroit Symphony Orchestra and 

MaestroThomas Wilkerson, Duke Ellington’s Sacred Music  

Concert under the baton of David Berger during the 2012  

Detroit Jazz Festival, Dave Brubeck’s To Hope with the Brubeck Quartet during the 2013 

Detroit Jazz Festival, Adolphus Hailstork’s Earthrise during the Detroit Symphony  

Orchestra Classical Roots Series under the baton of Maestro Leonard Slatkin, Henry  

Panion’s Here We Are with Maestro Roderick Cox, From Broadway to the Met Livonia  

Symphony and Maestro Volodymyr Shesiuk, featured artist for the 2013 and 2019 Azalia 

Hackley Concert presented by the Friends of the Detroit Public Library E. Azalia Hackley 

Collection. The Hackley Collection highlights the achievements of African Americans in 

the Performing Arts. Ms. McAllister Tillman was privileged to pay homage to music icon 

Aretha Franklin by performing Schubert’s Ave Maria at Ms. Franklin’s funeral service in 

August 2018. 

 

www.alicemcallistertillman.com 

Great Lakes Performing Artist Associates - greatlakespaa.org 
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Maurice Draughn, a native of Detroit, is an  

experienced and versatile musician.  He has  

appeared as a soloist with several orchestras  

including the International Symphony, Rochester 

Symphony, Plymouth Symphony, Michigan  

Philharmonic and the Detroit Symphony Civic  

Orchestra.  He also appeared in performance with 

legendary artists such as Aretha Franklin, Ray 

Charles and Stevie Wonder. Maurice is an  

arranger and composer of music for harp. Past and 

current commissions include works for flute and 

harp, cello and harp, harp and organ as well as harp 

ensemble. His music is featured on harp.com and harpcolumnmusic.com.   

   As a chamber musician, Maurice performs chamber music regularly at the Scarab Club 

in Detroit and other chamber music series throughout Metropolitan Detroit. He is a  

collaborative musician performing various genres of music including jazz, neo-soul and 

gospel and has recorded with notable artists from each respective genre. Maurice is also 

a founding member of the Modern Harp Quartet. He recorded with the quartet in their 

debut recording entitled Pantomime, featuring the works of Salzedo, Wickey, Ravel and 

Corea.  In addition to being a harpist, Maurice is also a prize-winning organist and  

choral director. 

   Maurice earned a Bachelor of Music in Harp Performance from Wayne State  

University, and completed two summers of study with world-renowned harpist Lucile 

Lawrence at the Boston University Tanglewood Institute. He later earned a Master of 

Church Music with a concentration in Harp and Organ Performance from Southern 

Seminary where he also studied harp with Elaine Cook and Laura Byrne at the  

University of Louisville. 

   As an educator, Maurice served as co-director of the Harp Instruction and  

Performance Program which provided harp instruction for elementary and middle 

school students in the Detroit area.  He regularly performs for educational concert series 

with local and regional orchestras at schools and other community venues. He is a  

certified teacher, having taught vocal music in the public school system for several 

years. He also taught in the Department of Music at Wayne State University as a  

member of the adjunct faculty and as academic advisor.  He currently serves as the  

Director of Choral Activities at Cass Technical High School. 
 

www.mtdharp.com 
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 2022-23 Underwriters 
We are grateful for these initial gifts in our 2022-23 season. 

Benefactors ($1,000 +) 
Frederica Cohen 
John Guran 
   In memory of Linda S. Lease Guran 

Laurel Guran Kellett 
   In memory of Andrew and Mary Guran 

Alexa Sandmann 
   In memory of Dr. John (Jack) F. Ahern 

 

Patrons ($500—$999) 
Paul & Liz Anacki 

Deacon Ruth Anderson &  
   Dr. Marshall Thomas 
John & Sandy Hamilton 
   In memory of their parents and son Christopher 

Bonnie Palmer 
John & Ruth Stefanik 
Pastor Becki & James Verbridge 
 

Friends ($250—$499) 
Pastor Abraham Allende 
Tom Baumgardner 

Richard R. Hoskins 
Dan & Carol Seiberling 
Dorothea Wise 
 

Donors ($100—$249) 
Connie Archbold 

Heather Evert 
Dean & Patricia Keller 
   In memory of Peter Lisius 

Sophia Morton 
Janise B. Parry 
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We gratefully acknowledge these additional 

sponsors of our 2022-23 season: 

Further thanks extends to: 

Cover artwork by  

Dr. Marshall Thomas:  

Illustrator-in-Residence. 

Donated by Thos.  

Illustrated Studios (TIS)  

in support  

of Arts @ Holy Trinity.  

All rights reserved. 
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Arts @ Holy Trinity Audience Survey: Tillman/Draughn 
 

Our concerts are supported in part by generous donations from foundations and 

corporate sponsors. Please help us honor our grant reporting agreements by 

providing some demographic and psychographic information. Your responses will 

be shared anonymously, and your contact details will not be shared with any other entity. 
 

Please tear out this page upon completion and hand it to an usher as you leave, 

mail it to Holy Trinity, or place it in the offering plate.  

Thank you for your feedback! 

1. How did you see/hear this concert?  

 ___ In person  

 ___ Via live stream (please specify) 

 ___ Arts @ Holy Trinity’s website 

 ___ Facebook 

 ___ YouTube 

 ___ Online the week following the concert (please specify) 

 ___ Arts @ Holy Trinity’s website 

 ___ Facebook 

 ___ YouTube 
 

2. How did you hear about Arts @ Holy Trinity? 

 ___ Email 

 ___ Social media (specify)______________________________________________ 

 ___ Online ad (specify)_________________________________________________ 

 ___ Word of Mouth 

 ___ Library flier/brochure (location)_____________________________________ 

 ___ Print ad (specify___________________________________________________ 

 ___ Other:____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Would you recommend attending an Arts @ HT concert to a friend/colleague? 

 ___ Yes ___ I don’t think so. 
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4. When did you first see/hear an Arts @ Holy Trinity concert? 

 ___ This is my first experience with the series. 

 ___ 2021-2022    ___ 2020-2021   ___ 2019-2020    ___ Prior to 2019 
 

5. What is your home zip code? _______________ 
 

6. What is your age? 

 ___ Under 18 ___ 18-35 ___ 35-55  

 ___  55-70  ___ 70+  ___ Prefer not to answer 
 

7. I identify as (select all that apply): 

 ___ Indigenous/American Indian/Alaska native  ___ Asian 

 ___ Black/African American    ___ Hispanic/Latinx 

 ___ Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander  ___ White/Caucasian 

 ___ Other: ____________________________________ ___ Prefer not to answer 
 

8. I identify as: 

 ___ Female ___ Male  ___ Non-binary  

 ___ Other:________________________ ___ Prefer not to answer 
 

9. Educational level completed: 

 ___ high school ___ some college ___ college degree 

 ___ graduate or professional degree ___ other:_________________________ 
 

10. Which other arts do you support? 

 ___ dance    ___ theatre     ___ literary readings    

 ___ fine arts    ___ applied arts    ___ film/video/photo 
 

11. Do you have a church home? ___ Yes ___ No 

 If not, are you looking for one? ___ Yes ___ No 

  If you are looking for a church home, please contact info@holytrinity.org. 
  

Please share your thoughts about how we might strengthen our series. 
 

 

 

 ___ I would like to receive invitations to attend Meet-the-Artists meals. 

Name _______________________________________________________ 

Email address ________________________________________________ 
Please give your survey to an usher or mail to: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 50 N. Prospect St., Akron, OH 44304 
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Arts @ Holy Trinity 

   2022-2023 Free Concert Series 
 

    ...Our final event of the season… 

 
 

Sunday, May 21, 4:00pm: Bruce Neswick, organ ** 

A hymn festival including local vocalists and instrumentalists 
 

 
 

** This appearance includes an outreach event with our area 
AGO (American Guild of Organists) members. 

Use this QR code to complete the  

following survey online.  
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Welcome to  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Worship with Us ... 
If you are looking for a place to worship, we invite you to 

our Service of Word and Sacrament on Sundays at 

9:30am. Other special worship services are held 

seasonally. You can join us in-person or via live-steam at 

holytrinityakron.org, Facebook Live, or YouTube. 
 

Grow with Us …  
If you are looking for a place to grow in your faith, we 

offer a variety of gatherings and studies — in-person and 

on-line  --designed to nurture us spiritually, including:  

Morning Devotions, Bible Studies, LIFT, Coffee & 

Conversation, Faith5 Check-In, Hike & Seek, and Book 

Club, as well as a variety of resources you can use at 

home.  Please visit our website or Facebook page for 

details about current offerings.  
 

Lead with Us … 
If you are looking for a place to share your musical gifts, we provide choral and 

instrumental opportunities, including:  Trinity Choir, Trinity Bell Choir, a Brass Ensemble, 

and a Drum Circle. Please contact Deacon Ruth Anderson, Director of Music Ministries, 

at randerson@holytrinityakron.org. for details. 
 

Serve with Us …  
If you are looking for ways to serve your neighbor, Holy Trinity is committed to 

community outreach, including: DLM Food and Resources, Robinson Community 

Learning Center, as well as other local, national, and global efforts. 
 
 

For more information, visit us at www.holytrinityakron.org, like us on Facebook,  

or email us at info@holytrinityakron.org and we’ll add you to our weekly email newsletter. 

 

http://holytrinityakron.org/
mailto:randerson@holytrinityakron.org
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Please share your contact information if you want to be added to our mailing list 

and entered into our series drawings. (Please print.)  
 

 

Name:_______________________________  Email:______________________________ 

 

Please return this to an usher or email Deacon Ruth Anderson: randerson@holytrinityakron.org 

To make a contribution online, use this QR code or visit 

artsholytrinity.org 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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…Our Staff… 

Interim Pastor     Becki Verbridge   

Dir. of Faith Formation   Rachel Núñez   

Dir. of Music Ministries  Ruth Anderson   

Financial Secretary     Jim Minisall   

DLM Director     Darlene Anderson-Katz  

Communications Coord. Sandy DeLuca   

Parish Secretary     Annmarie Demko 

Maintenance Coord.     Bruce Mansour   

Sexton       Vince Simmons 

Production Technology   Stefan Katz 

    Coordinator 

 

…Our Worship and Music Team… 

Co-Chairs: Frederica Cohen, Ron Nockengost 

Lesli Eisenhart, Deb Ickes, Molly Phelps, Dan Seiberling, Jacquie Wert 

Deacon Ruth Anderson, Rev. Becki Verbridge 

 

…Our Artists-in-Residence… 

Les Délices: https://lesdelices.org/ 

50 N. Prospect St., Akron, Ohio 44304 

www.holytrinityakron.org 

Email: info@holytrinityakron.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/artsatht/ 


