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Savior of the Nations, Come: 
An Advent/Christmas Hymn Festival 

by Michael Burkhardt 
with readings from scripture and 

the writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 

Hymn: Lost in the Night 
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Handbell Anthem: Night of Stars          Bruce W. Tippette 
 
 

Organ Voluntary: Andante from Pastorale in F-Dur, BWV 590         J. S. Bach 
 
 
A Litany for Advent       
 

O Lord Jesus, you are WISDOM: 
Savior of the nations, come. 
Come, and teach us. 
 
O Lord Jesus, you are RULER: 
Savior of the nations, come. 
Guide us with your mighty arm. 
 
O Lord Jesus, you are the BRANCH OF JESSE: 
Savior of the nations, come. 
Renew our faith in your promises. 
 
O Lord Jesus, you are the KEY OF HEAVEN: 
Savior of the nations, come. 
Open our hearts to receive you. 
 
O Lord Jesus, you are the DAYSPRING: 
Savior of the nations, come. 
Shine into the darkness of our lives. 
 
O Lord Jesus, you are the KING: 
Savior of the nations, come. 
Make us one family in your name. 
 
O Lord Jesus, you are EMMANUEL: 
Savior of the nations, come. 
Be with us now and evermore. Amen. 



4 

 

Processional Hymn: Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 
 

All stand. 
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Be seated. 
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Reading: A Woman’s Passionate Song             

 

 

Hymn: My Soul Gives Glory to My God 

At stanza 4, women sing first; men begin the stanza when women reach #2. 
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Reading: Celebrating Advent         

 

 

Hymn: Savior of the Nations, Come 
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Reading: One Single Name              

 

 

Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

All stand at the conclusion of the introduction. 

Be seated. 
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Reading: The Turning Around of All Things     
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Hymn: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 



11 

 



12 

 

Reading: Everything Past and Everything Future                      

 

 

Hymn: He Comes to Us as One Unknown 
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Reading: God is a God of Bearing                              

 

 

Anthem: Rejoice! Rejoice! The Savior Comes          
 

Rejoice, rejoice, the Savior comes, the Savior promised long; let every heart prepare a 
throne and every voice a song. He comes the prisoners to release, in evil bondage held.  
The gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield. He comes the broken heart to 
bind, the bleeding soul to cure, and with the treasures of God’s grace to bless the humble 
poor. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, your welcome shall proclaim, and heaven’s  
eternal arches ring with your beloved name. 

Hymn: The King of Glory 

All stand at the conclusion of the introduction. 

Be seated. 
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Reading: Prince of Peace              

 

 

Hymn: Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
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Reading: Those Who Go to the Manger     

 

 

Hymn: Joy to the World 

All stand at the conclusion of the introduction. 
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All are welcome to a festive reception 
in the Fellowship Hall (on the lower level). 

 
Our thanks to all who contributed 

to this time of fellowship and refreshment. 
 

 
Handbell Choir 

  Frederica Cohen, Brad Crock, Amy Indorf, Jennifer Keller, Hannah Miller,  
  Hayley Phillips, Sonya Nagle, Cathy Snelson, John Stefanik, Jacquie Wert,  

Rich Williams 
 

Vocal Choir 
Sopranos: Connie Archbold, Emily Hall, Hannah Miller, Renee Ruchotzke, 

Dottie Wise, Deb Zudell-Dickey 
Altos: Jennie Adams, Frederica Cohen, Dana Eckert, Diann Jenkins,  

Marissa Pezzuolo, Hayley Phillips 
Tenors: Rick Slevira, Marshall Thomas, Dick Willett 

Basses: Tom Baumgardner, Will Bowers, Brad Crock, John Guran, 
Howie Hall, Randy Ruchotzke 

 
Readers 

Katie and Amanda Archbold, Harriet Moxon, Gregg Loesch, Nan Riemenschneider,  

Bob Keener, Greg Mitchhart, The Rev. James Eckert, The Rev. Lor Breyley,  

The Rev. Becki Verbridge 
 

Brass Ensemble 
Frederica Cohen, Kathleen Duncan, Tim Riley, Nicole Scafidi, Tim Shaffer 

 
Orff Instrumentalists 

Harriet, Joe and Joy Moxon 
 

Percussionist 
Joe Moxon 

 
Organist 

Deacon Linda Kempke 
 

Choir Director  
Deacon Ruth Anderson 

 
Reception Pianist 

Guytano Parks 
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HISTORY OF THE HOLY TRINITY ORGAN 

 In 1914, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church built its present building on North Prospect 
Street. The organ was a gift of the Seiberling family in memory of their parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. J.F. Seiberling, charter members of this congregation.  It was built by the M.P. Moeller 
Organ Company of Hagerstown, Maryland, and dedicated December 13, 1914. The           
instrument was composed of 44 ranks of pipes and was considered one of the finest organs 
of its day. It incorporated all the latest advances in its construction, and its tonal palette was 
very much in line with the tonal qualities popular at the time. 
     In the mid-1950s, it became apparent that the instrument was in need of replacement 
or major rebuilding. The congregation engaged Dr. William Barnes, probably the most    
famous organ architect of his day. On his recommendation, the organ was redesigned and 
rebuilt by the Reuter Organ Company of Lawrence, Kansas, incorporating some of the   
principles of the movement that was taking shape at the time to return to more classical    
organ building. The tonal design of the organ was restructured and the rebuilt organ       
specification now included 47 ranks of pipes. 
     Between 1970 and 1973, eight ranks of pipes and a new three-manual console were 
installed by the Schantz Organ Company of Orville, Ohio. The pipework continued to move 
in the direction of a more classical sound. By the early 1980s, it again became apparent that 
the organ was in need of evaluation, due in large part to problems with the heating system 
and some water damage. A task force was formed to study and evaluate the problems and 
make a recommendation. They engaged Thomas E. Gieschen of Concordia College, River    
Forest, Illinois, as a consultant. In his report, Dr. Gieschen recommended that the organ be 
rebuilt rather than be replaced, primarily because of the expense of the pipework. The 
Berghaus Organ Company of Bellwood, Illinois, was awarded the contract. Dr. Gieschen 
and Leonard Berghaus worked to ensure that the instrument would be designed in as classic 
a manner as possible. 
     While in fact the organ was rebuilt, from a technical point of view, it could be     
considered a new instrument. The major work on the organ included gutting the chambers, 
removing the screen of dummy pipes, rebuilding and rescaling most of the retained pipes, 
installing new slider chests, and completely revoicing the instrument. The Choir division 
was changed to a Positiv. Twenty-nine ranks of new pipework were added. 
 Renovations and maintenance continue under the care of Leek Pipe Organ Company 
of Berea, Ohio.           
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2022-23 Underwriters 
We are grateful for these initial gifts in our 2022-23 season. 

Benefactors ($1,000 +) 
Frederica Cohen 
John Guran 
   In memory of Linda S. Lease Guran 

Laurel Guran Kellett 
   In memory of Andrew and Mary Guran 

Alexa Sandmann 
   In memory of Dr. John (Jack) F. Ahern 

 

Patrons ($500—$999) 
Paul & Liz Anacki 

Deacon Ruth Anderson &  
   Dr. Marshall Thomas 
John & Sandy Hamilton 
   In memory of their parents and son Christopher 

Bonnie Palmer 
John & Ruth Stefanik 
Pastor Becki & James Verbridge 
 

Friends ($250—$499) 
Pastor Abraham Allende 
Tom Baumgardner 

Richard R. Hoskins 
Dan & Carol Seiberling 
Dorothea Wise 
 

Donors ($100—$249) 
Connie Archbold 

Heather Evert 
Dean & Patricia Keller 
   In memory of Peter Lisius 

Sophia Morton 
Janise B. Parry 



23 

 

 We gratefully acknowledge these additional 

sponsors of our 2022-23 season: 

Further thanks extends to: 

Cover artwork by  

Dr. Marshall Thomas:  

Illustrator-in-Residence. 

Donated by Thos.  

Illustrated Studios (TIS)  

in support  

of Arts @ Holy Trinity.  

All rights reserved. 
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  Arts @ Holy Trinity 

   2022-2023 Free Concert Series 
 

    ...Upcoming Events… 
 

Sunday, February 19, 4:00pm: Bengisu Gokce Quartet * 

Bengisu Gokce, violin 

Nacho Gonzalez Nappa, guitar 

Anastassiya Petrova, piano 

George Lernis, drums/percussion 
 

Sunday, March 12, 4:00pm: Alice McAllister Tillman, soprano 

with Maurice Draughn, pianist/harpist ** 
 

Sunday, May 21, 4:00pm: Bruce Neswick, organ ** 

A hymn festival including local vocalists and instrumentalists 
 

 
 

* Includes a limited-seating ‘Meet-the-Artists’ Patron Meal. 

For details and reserved meal tickets, visit: artsholytrinity.org 
 

** Includes outreach events in our community 

Please share your contact information if you want to be added to our mailing list 

and entered into our series drawings. (Please print.)  
 

Name:_______________________________  Email:______________________________ 
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Arts @ Holy Trinity Audience Survey: Lessons & Carols 
Complete and submit this survey to enter a drawing for 

two free tickets to our Mardi Gras Meet-the-Artists Meal. 
 

Our concerts are supported in part by generous donations from foundations and 

corporate sponsors. Please help us honor our grant reporting agreements by 

providing some demographic and psychographic information. Your responses will 

be shared anonymously, and your contact details will not be shared with any other entity. 
 

Please tear out this page upon completion and hand it to an usher as you leave, 

mail it to Holy Trinity, or place it in the offering plate.  

Thank you for your feedback! 

1. How did you see/hear this concert?  

 ___ In person  

 ___ Via live stream (please specify) 

 ___ Arts @ Holy Trinity’s website 

 ___ Facebook 

 ___ YouTube 

 ___ Online the week following the concert (please specify) 

 ___ Arts @ Holy Trinity’s website 

 ___ Facebook 

 ___ YouTube 
 

2. How did you hear about Arts @ Holy Trinity? 

 ___ Email 

 ___ Social media (specify)______________________________________________ 

 ___ Online ad (specify)_________________________________________________ 

 ___ Word of Mouth 

 ___ Library flier/brochure (location)_____________________________________ 

 ___ Print ad (specify___________________________________________________ 

 ___ Other:____________________________________________________________ 
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3. Would you recommend attending an Arts @ HT concert to a friend/colleague? 

 ___ Yes ___ I don’t think so. 

4. When did you first see/hear an Arts @ Holy Trinity concert? 

 ___ This is my first experience with the series. 

 ___ 2021-2022    ___ 2020-2021   ___ 2019-2020    ___ Prior to 2019 
 

5. What is your home zip code? _______________ 
 

6. What is your age? 

 ___ Under 18 ___ 18-35 ___ 35-55  

 ___  55-70  ___ 70+  ___ Prefer not to answer 
 

7. I identify as (select all that apply): 

 ___ Indigenous/American Indian/Alaska native  ___ Asian 

 ___ Black/African American    ___ Hispanic/Latinx 

 ___ Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander  ___ White/Caucasian 

 ___ Other: ____________________________________ ___ Prefer not to answer 
 

8. I identify as: 

 ___ Female ___ Male  ___ Non-binary  

 ___ Other:________________________ ___ Prefer not to answer 
 

9. Educational level completed: 

 ___ high school ___ some college ___ college degree 

 ___ graduate or professional degree ___ other:_________________________ 
 

10. Which other arts do you support? 

 ___ dance    ___ theatre     ___ literary readings    

 ___ fine arts    ___ applied arts    ___ film/video/photo 
 

___ I would like to receive invitations to attend Meet-the-Artists meals. 
 

Please share your thoughts about how we might strengthen our series. 

 

 

 

 
Please give your survey to an usher or mail to: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 

50 N. Prospect St., Akron, OH 44304 
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Welcome to  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Worship with Us ... 
If you are looking for a place to worship, we invite you to 

our Service of Word and Sacrament on Sundays at 9:30am. 

Other special worship services are held seasonally. You 

can join us in-person or via live-steam at 

holytrinityakron.org, Facebook Live, or YouTube. 
 

Grow with Us …  
If you are looking for a place to grow in your faith, we 

offer a variety of gatherings and studies — in-person and 

on-line  --designed to nurture us spiritually, including:  

Morning Devotions, Bible Studies, LIFT, Coffee & 

Conversation, Faith5 Check-In, Hike & Seek, and Book 

Club, as well as a variety of resources you can use at 

home.  Please visit our website or Facebook page for 

details about current offerings.  
 

Lead with Us … 
If you are looking for a place to share your musical gifts, we provide choral and 

instrumental opportunities, including:  Trinity Choir, Trinity Bell Choir, a Brass 

Ensemble, and a Drum Circle. Please contact Deacon Ruth Anderson, Director of Music 

Ministries, at randerson@holytrinityakron.org. for details. 
 

Serve with Us …  
If you are looking for ways to serve your neighbor, Holy Trinity is committed to 

community outreach, including: DLM Food and Resources, Robinson Community 

Learning Center, as well as other local, national, and global efforts. 
 
 

For more information, visit us at www.holytrinityakron.org, like us on Facebook,  

or email us at info@holytrinityakron.org and we’ll add you to our weekly email newsletter. 

 

http://holytrinityakron.org/
mailto:randerson@holytrinityakron.org
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…Our Staff… 

Interim Pastor     Becki Verbridge   

Dir. of Faith Formation   Rachel Núñez   

Dir. of Music Ministries  Ruth Anderson   

Financial Secretary     Jim Minisall   

DLM Director     Darlene Anderson-Katz  

Communications Coord. Sandy DeLuca   

Parish Secretary     Annmarie Demko   

Maintenance Coord.     Bruce Mansour   

Sexton       Vince Simmons 

 

…Our Worship and Music Team… 

Co-Chairs: Frederica Cohen, Ron Nockengost 

Lesli Eisenhart, Deb Ickes, Molly Phelps, Dan Seiberling, Jacquie Wert 

Deacon Ruth Anderson, Rev. Becki Verbridge 

 

…Our Artists-in-Residence… 

Les Délices: https://lesdelices.org/ 

50 N. Prospect St., Akron, Ohio 44304 

www.holytrinityakron.org 

Email: info@holytrinityakron.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/artsatht/ 

 

 

   
Worship with Us This Christmas 

 

Christmas Eve, 7:00 pm (prelude at 6:45): Candlelight carol service of Holy Communion 

Christmas Day, 9:30 am: Carol service of the Word. 


